
This is intended to be a very intensive, hands-on event —you’ll need a lot of skilled pilots to offer one-on-one 
instruction to new drone enthusiasts. Subjects such as flight control and battery safety can be taught in small 
groups, but teaching someone to fly RC takes concentrated personal attention.

Build Your Team

Gather Your Resources
Participants may come with their own small aircraft to fly. You should, however, anticipate most will have 
larger aircraft, like DJI Phantoms and Blade 350QXs. These are not appropriate beginner aircraft, especially 
indoors. Gather as many docile, palm-sized aircraft (such as the Blade MCX co-axial helis) as possible in 
addition to good quality RC flight simulators (like RealFlight) and computers to run them.

Prepare Your Facility
Even a gymnasium at a local school should provide you with plenty of space to fly small aircraft as well as the 
tables and chairs you’ll need for simulators. Make sure you’ve got plenty of power—computers and battery 
chargers all need a steady supply of electricity to function. Ensure you and your guests have access to 
restrooms.

Advertise Through Your Local Hobby Shops
Your local hobby shops and toy stores will be the best source of new drone pilots who will have interest in 
your event. Along with this checklist, we’ve provided editable PDF files of an event flier. Print out copies of the 
flier and ask local stores to hang it on bulletin boards and in front windows.

Alert the Media
In addition to the direct promotional material we’ve provided for you, we’ve also sent along a draft press 
release and letter to the editor in .doc format, so you can easily edit them yourself. Add your information to 
the press release and send it out to local newspapers, television stations and radio broadcasters in your 
community. Follow up after a few days with a phone call offering to answer questions or provide more 
information for a feature. Make sure to make a value proposition about the popularity of these aircraft. 
Likewise, add your own information to the letter to the editor we’ve provided and send it in to your local 
newspaper.

Report Your Successes
Did a local newspaper or TV station do a story about your event? Did a local hobby shop agree to put up your 
flier? Take a photo with them! Send links, photographs and videos to education@modelaircraft.org and 
tweet about it using the hashtags #dronesafety and #KnowB4UFly.

Here are the steps to hosting a successful sUAS seminar in your local community. We’ve organized 
them into a checklist, but you don’t necessarily need to complete them in this order.

*Adapted from Roswell Flight Test Crew’s Drone For the Holidays initiative.
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