
Unfortunately, even with a sophisticated flight control system on board your aircraft, flying a drone isn’t as easy as 
it looks on the Internet. It’s important that you master the basics before you fly a larger, more expensive aircraft. 
We recommend you start with a simulator or a docile, palm-sized model and have a more experienced pilot at 
your side for your first few flights. We have everything you need to get started.

The Basics of RC Flying

How to Safely Handle LiPo Batteries
Hobby drones are only viable because of lithium-polymer (LiPo) batteries, the most energy dense batteries 
available. They do, however, have the potential to catch fire or explode if they are damaged or charged incorrectly. 
Before you leave today, make sure you understand how to charge, store and handle the batteries that came with 
your drone.

Where and When to Fly Safely
Even a small drone has the potential to cause injury or damage property. Consider the potential hazards you 
are creating as you choose where and when to fly. All electrical and mechanical systems do fail, so don’t fly over 
people or sensitive property.

Stay below 400 feet — and preferably below the tallest trees, hills or buildings in your vicinity. This way, you won’t 
get too close to any full-sized aircraft. Always yield to manned aircraft, unless you talk to the airport manager or 
the control tower first.

How to Be a Courteous Drone Pilot
Most people are excited when they see a drone flying, so be prepared to have people come up to you and ask 
questions. You’re about to meet a lot of new friends! Some people, however, may suspect you are using your 
drone to spy on them. Don’t fly places you are unwelcome and always respect the privacy of others. This includes 
community festivals and sporting events unless you have specific permission from the organizers and can fly it 
safely.

Why You Should Join the AMA
The AMA is a national organization established in 1936 to promote the safe enjoyment of model aviation. Today, 
we have over 170,000 members nationwide and are working hard to protect your right to fly your drone. We 
provide $2.5 million in personal liability insurance for you while flying. For more information, be sure to pick up an 
AMA membership brochure or visit www.modelaircraft.org and click on the join/renew button at the top of the page. 
Children under age 18 join free!

Where to Meet Other Drone Pilots
This event is part of a nationwide initiative, but the RC pilots you meet today live here in your community. Many 
of them are members of local groups like AMA-chartered clubs or Drone User Group Network chapters. Use the 
space below to write down their websites, email addresses or telephone numbers, so you can follow up if you 
have any more questions:

Welcome, we’re glad you could join us! We know you’re excited to start flying your drone! Here is a 
checklist of things we hope you will learn during your visit with us today:

*Adapted from Roswell Flight Test Crew’s Drone For the Holidays initiative.
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